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SUBJECT: FOREIGN SECRETARY'S STATEMENT 

THE FOREIGN SECRETARY MADE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT IN 
PARLIAMENT THIS AFTERNOON, JAN 25: 

BEGIN TEXT THE GOVERNMENT WITH THE FULL SUPPORT OF THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ARE CONTINUING TO WORK FOR A 
RHODESIAN SETTLEMENT WHICH WILL BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AND CONTRIBUTE TO PEACE AND 
PROSPERITY IN AN INDEPENDENT ZIMBABWE. I SHALL BE 
MEETING MR. NKOMO AND MR. MUGABE, THE JOINT LEADERS OF 
THE PATRIOTIC FRONT, IN MALTA ON 30 JANUARY. I SHALL BE 
ACCOMPANIED BY LORD CARVER AND BY AMBASSADOR ANDREW 
YOUNG, AND I HOPE THAT THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL WILL BE 
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REPRESENTED BY GENERAL PREM CHAND. THE OBJECT OF THE 
TALKS IS TO DISCUSS WITH THE LEADERS OF THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT THE WHOLE RANGE OF QUESTIONS ARISING FROM THE 
ANGLO-US PROPOSALS, PARTICULARLY THE SUBSTANTIVE 
MATTERS. END TEXT. 
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2. OWEN'S STATEMENT FELL SHORT OF THE DRAFT WHICH THE 
FCO HAD PREPARED FOR HIM AND THEREFORE COULD NOT BE 
USED TO SATISFY HARRIMAN'S CONCERNS. THE FCO DRAFT 
INCLUDED A FULL STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES, STATING 
SPECIFICALLY THAT "...A SETTLEMENT MUST PROVIDE FOR A 
GENUINE TRANSFER OF POWER BY THE REGIME AND THE INSTI- 
TUTION OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE CONDUCT OF INTERNATIONALE 
GUARANTEED CONDITIONS OF MANIFESTLY FREE AND IMPARTIAL 
ELECTIONS HELD ON THE BASIS OF UNIVERSAL ADULT SUFFRAGE 

IN WHICH ALL PEOPLE AND PARTIES ARE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE 
ON EQUAL TERMS." IT IS CUSTOMARY THAT MINISTERIAL 
RESPONSES TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ARE SHORT WHICH IS 
LIKELY THE REASON OWEN OMITTED A DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PRINCIPLES OF A SETTLEMENT. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS FROM THE 
FLOOR, HOWEVER, OWEN MADE THE POINT THAT AN INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT WHICH EXCLUDES ONE OF THE NATIONALIST GROUPS 
COULD NOT PROVIDE FOR FAIR ELECTIONS IN PEACEFUL CIR- 
CUMSTANCES. HE ALSO STATED THAT AN INTERNAL SETTLEMENT 
WAS UNLIKELY TO RECEIVE INTERNATIONAL ENDORSEMENT WITH 
THE CONSEQUENCE OF GROWING INSTABILITY IN THE REGION. 

HE FURTHER STATED THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT 
GIVE LEGAL CONSENT TO ANY SETTLEMENT WHICH FAILED TO 
SATISFY THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ANGLO-AMERICAN PROPOSAL. 
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